
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The possessive form of a noun is used to show ownership. 
 A noun is possessive if a phrase can be changed to say that an item or 

idea belongs to someone or something.  
 Example:  The new car belongs to Joe. 
   Joe's car is new. 
 

 The possessive noun always comes before what it owns or has. 
 

 Singular Nouns: The possessive of singular nouns (a name, place, thing, 
or idea) is formed by adding an apostrophe + an s 
 Example: Monica’s house 
   the house belongs to Monica 
  flower’s petals 

   the flower has petals 
 

 Remember: Even if the singular noun ends in an s, you must add an 
apostrophe + an s to make it possessive. 

 Example:  the blackboard of the class 
   the class's blackboard 
  the glove belonging to Iris  
   Iris's glove 
 

 Plural Nouns: The possessive of most plural nouns is formed by 
adding just an apostrophe. 

 In other words, if the plural form of a noun ends in s, you need to 
add only an apostrophe to make it possessive. (crackers’, girls', 
gloves’, students’, animals', etc.) 

 Example: the environmental group of citizens 
   the citizens’ environmental group  
  the manes belonging to the horses 

   the horses' manes 
 
 Irregular Plural Nouns: To form the possessive of irregular plural 

nouns that do not end in s, add an apostrophe followed by an s. 
 Example: the lunch of the children  
    the children’s lunch 
  the meeting of the men 

   the men’s meeting  
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Exercise 1: Change the following statements to show possession. 
Write your answer in the space provided. 
Example: The pages of the book  book's pages 
 

1) The hat of the boy  ___________________________________ 
2) The frame of the picture  ___________________________________ 
3) The wick of the candle ___________________________________ 
4) The drawer belonging to the desk  _______________________________ 
5) The ring belonging to Kerry  ___________________________________ 
 
Exercise 2: Make the possessive form of singular nouns that end in 
an s. Write your answer in the space provided. 
Example: The blackboard of the room  room’s blackboard 
 

1) The product of the business  ___________________________________ 
2) The car belonging to Jess  ___________________________________ 
3) The ruffle of the dress  ___________________________________ 
4) The book belonging to Gus  ___________________________________ 
5) The driver of the bus  ___________________________________ 

 
Exercise 3: Try the possessive form of plural nouns that end in an s. 
Write your answer in the space provided. 
Example: The drawers of the desks  desks' drawers 
 

1) The kennels of the dogs  ___________________________________ 
2) The engines of the cars  ___________________________________ 
3) The dresses belonging to the girls  _________________________________ 
4) The medals of the heroes  ___________________________________ 
5) The offices of the partners  ___________________________________ 

 
Exercise 4: Form the possessive of the following irregular plural nouns. 
Write your answer in the space provided. 
Example the meeting of the menmen's meeting 
 

1) The hats of the women  ___________________________________ 
2) The jobs of the men  ___________________________________ 
3) The enamel of the teeth  ___________________________________ 
4) The odor of the feet  ___________________________________ 
5) The toys belonging to the children  ________________________________ 
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